Local Electoral Area Boundary Committees
Room 1.67, Custom House, Dublin 1, D01 W6X0.
Tel: 01-8882769 / 01-8882031, Fax: 01-888 2690
Email: boundarycommittee@housing.gov.ie

Web: www.boundarycommittee.ie

17 January 2018

Invitation for Submissions
Dear Chief Executive,

The Minister for Local Government and Electoral Reform, Mr John Paul Phelan, T.D., has
established two committees to review local electoral areas and to report to him within six
months.

The review of local electoral areas is being undertaken in prospect of the local elections to
be held in 2019, having regard to the results of Census 2016 and with the policy objectives
of reducing the size of territorially large local electoral areas and of designating urban-
focused local electoral areas around the larger towns.

The Committees are tasked with making recommendations on the division of council areas
into local electoral areas and on the number of members of the council to be assigned to
each such local electoral area.

Committee No. 1 will report and make recommendations on every county, other than Cork,
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, Galway and South Dublin and on Limerick City and County
and Waterford City and County. For-these Councils the number of councillors will be no less
than 5 and no more than 7 for each local electoral area, provided that in particular
compelling circumstances 3 or 4 seat local electoral areas may be recommended, where
otherwise the geographic size of the area would be disproportionately large.

Committee No. 2 will report and make recommendations on Dublin City and the counties of
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin. For these Councils the number of
councillors will be no less than 5 and no more than 7 for each local electoral area.

Committee No. 2 may also be asked to make recommendations on the division of Cork and
Galway into local electoral areas, in due course.

The Committees’ reports will be considered by the Minister as the basis for the revision of
the local electoral areas and municipal districts under his statutory powers.



The Terms of Reference of the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committees are attached.
The Committees are now inviting submissions on the matters referred to above.
Submissions may be sent by e-mail to: boundarycommittee@housing.gov.ie or by post to:
Secretary,

Local Electoral Area Boundary Committees,

Room 1.67,

Custom House,

Dublin 1.

to arrive no later than Monday 19 February 2018 at 5pm.

Please note that all submissions will be made available on the Committees' website and may
also be subject to Freedom of Information requests.

Further information on the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committees, is available on
WWW, boundarvcommittee ie or by contacting telephone number 01-888-2769 or 01-888-
2031.

Is mise le meas,

o (2 7
7

Emer Connolly,
Secretary,
Local Electoral Area Boundary Committees.

To: Each Local Authority Chief Executive




Review of Local Electoral Areas 2018
Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee No. 1
TERMS OF REFERENCE

To review and to make recommendations on the division of each county,

other than Cork, Din Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, Galway and South Dublin,
and each city and county, into local electoral areas and the number of
members of each county council and each city and county council to be
assigned to each such electoral area.

For the purpose of the review, the Committee should have regard to the
population as ascertained at Census 2016, should assume no change in the
total membership of each local authority specified in the Local Government
Act 2001 as amended by the Local Government Reform Act 2014 and should
endeavour, as far as practicable and subject to the other requirements of
these terms of reference, to achieve variance from individual average local
authority representation within the range of plus or minus 10%.

The number of councillors assigned to a local electoral area shall be not less
than 5 and not more than 7 provided that in particular compelling
circumstances 3 or 4 seat local electoral areas may be recommended, where
otherwise the geographic size of the area would be disproportionately large.

Except in the case of Metropolitan Districts (Limerick and Waterford), a
distinct urban-focused local electoral area or areas, as appropriate, shall be
designated in respect of each town the population of which within the county
as ascertained at Census 2016, when rounded to the nearest 1,000, is equal
to or greater than 15,000. The number of members of the county council to be
assigned to each such local electoral area shall not be less than 5, as far as
practicable. Each such electoral area shall be based, as far as practicable,
on the areas of the “census town” as defined for the purposes of Census
2016.

A distinct local electoral area shall be designated in respect of each county
town which does not come within the scope of article 4. Each such electoral
area shall be based, as far as practicable, on the areas of the “census town”
as defined for the purposes of Census 2016.

Other local electoral areas should be designed, as far as possible, around
urban centres, taking due account of local and community identities and
linkages as well as natural boundaries and the need to facilitate the
effectiveness of the governance and representational roles of elected



members, including, in particular, the need to avoid designating local electoral
areas which are territorially very large or extend over very long distances.

In making recommendations in relation to local electoral areas the Committee
should take account of the following proposals in relation to the configuration
of Municipal Districts:

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

Each town which was formerly a borough or the population of which
within the county as ascertained at Census 2016, when rounded to the
nearest 1,000, is equal to or greater than 30,000 shall be designated
as a distinct Municipal Borough District; the number of members of the
county council to be assigned to each such Municipal District shall not
be less than five, and such Municipal Districts shall consist of one or
more local electoral areas as the committee considers appropriate.

Subject to any changes arising from sub-article (i), there should be no
change in the configuration of Municipal Districts generally, save in
such limited circumstances where the Committee considers it
necessary to recommend such a change.

Municipal Districts may be divided into 2 or more local electoral areas
as the Committee considers appropriate, except where the terms of
reference (particularly sub-article (i)) require otherwise, or where the
Committee considers that it would not be appropriate.

The number of Municipal District Members for each district shall not be
less than 6 save in the case of a district to which sub-article (i) applies
or where, in exceptional circumstances (for example, related to
population), the Committee considers that it is necessary that a district
should consist of a single local electoral area, in which case the
number of members shall not be less than 5.

The Committee shall have regard to Government policy in relation to local
government, including any further reports, statements or decisions in that
regard during the course of the review, and to any further guidance or
requirements issued by the Minister.



Review of Local Electoral Areas 2018
Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee No. 2
TERMS OF REFERENCE

. To review and to make recommendations on the division of Dublin City and
the counties of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and South Dublin into local
electoral areas and the number of members of each city or county council to
be assigned to each such electoral area.

. For the purpose of the review, the Committee should have regard to the
population as ascertained at Census 2016, should assume no change in the
total membership of each local authority specified in the Local Government
Act 2001 as amended by the Local Government Reform Act 2014 and should
endeavour, as far as practicable and subject to the other requirements of
these terms of reference, to achieve variance from individual average local
authority representation within the range of plus or minus 10%.

. The number of councillors assigned to a local electoral area shall be not less
than 5 and not more than 7.

. Local electoral areas should be designed, as far as possible, around urban
villages or have a neighbourhood focal point (or points), taking due account of
local and community identities and linkages and the need to facilitate the
effectiveness of the governance and representational roles of elected
members, including, in particular, the need to avoid designating local electoral
areas which are territorially very large or extend over very long distances or
over multiple urban villages, or which divide individual urban villages or
natural communities.

. The committee should take account of the desirability, where it may be
possible to do so, of aligning local electoral area boundaries with Dil
constituency boundaries.

. The Committee shall have regard to Government policy in relation to local
government, including any further reports, statements or decisions in that
regard during the course of the review, and to any further guidance or
requirements issued by the Minister.

. The Committee may also be asked to make recommendations on the division
of Cork and Galway into local electoral areas. The Terms of Reference for
that purpose will be set out in due course,
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